
Fagus grandifolia

American Beech

This magnificent tree, with its familiar smooth, light grey
bark, is huge at maturity.  Young trees grow as
understory trees, often holding their leaves all winter,
which fade to a lovely blonde-brown color. Wildlife
relish the nuts.  Beech trees must be transplanted with
care, ideally as young trees balled and burlapped. They
do not do well as a street tree as they are sensitive to soil
compaction and salt.

Suggested companions: sugar maple (Acer saccharum),
Lady fern (athyrium filix-femina), blue phlox (Phlox
divaricata), trillium (trillium grandiflorum)

Photo Credit: Wisconsin State Herbarium,
by Kenneth J. Sytsma
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